
“Update on the Proposed Biochar Plant Planned for Kennaway Road” 
 
Last Monday, November 7, 2016 there was a Public Meeting under the Planning Act 
regarding an application filed by the Haliburton Forest and Wildlife Reserve to re-zone 
property that they recently purchased on Kennaway Road.  I recently posted an alert on 
this website (see below).  The Haliburton Echo has an article in this week’s paper 
regarding that meeting. It follows. 
 
As the Echo says the meeting was well attended and for the first time we all learned a bit 
about the process.  No information regarding the process was available prior to the Public 
Meeting not even in the Township’s own files.  As your President I attended at the 
Township office on the morning of the Public Meeting and read the one and only report in 
their file, a site evaluation report which addresses natural heritage matters which I suspect 
is the least of the adjacent property owners concern.   
 
We are all concerned with odour, noise, dust, and truck traffic.  The plant will process by 
pyrolysis, 100 tonnes of sawdust down to 25 tonnes of biochar.  The other 75 tonnes goes 
out the smoke stack.  There will be a flame burning constantly while the process is going 
on.  Imagine the impact on our black sky.  They say the flame will not burn during the 
night but I cannot imagine they will extinguish the flame just as the sun sets. They could 
not tell us the products of pyrolysis but if there is 75% of the product by weight going up 
the stack, imagine how much that is by volume.  The plume must be immense.  If the 
product that goes up the stack, needs to be burned off, what is in it? They have not 
modelled the air or noise emissions from the plant. Yet they want us to agree to this plant 
and trust that the MOECC will protect us. 
 
It is was my submission that the passage of the re-zoning by-law was premature.  Too 
little is known about the process and the products of the pyrolysis process that go up the 
stack.  The zoning by-law should not be passed until more information is known, if ever. 
The representatives of the applicant admitted that there is no such plant operating 
anywhere that we can go see and that we will be the hosts to an unknown and untried 
process. 
 
According to my information the applicant (Haliburton Forest and Wildlife Reserve Ltd) 
need also a change of use permit from the Township of Dysart.  This is a requirement 
under the Building Code.  There can be no question that this is needed as a biochar plant 
at the subject property is a new use and they are building a new 22, 500 square ft. building 
to accommodate the new use.  In spite of what property is zoned for they still need a 
change of use permit from Dysart. The applicant’s own representative admitted that the 
proposed use was a class 3 industry.  Under the change of use permit a minimum 
separation distance is required pursuant to MOECC Separation Distance Guidelines of 
up to 1000 m.  This new use clearly does not meet these guidelines. 
 
The applicant has not submitted an application for a change of use permit to the 
Township.  Until they do, Council should take no action on the application for the re-
zoning. 



 
Finally the applicant needs approval from the MOECC for a waste processing facility 
and/or air emissions.  They have not made this application yet.  Until they do and submit 
all of their supporting studies and modelling, Council should not take any further action. 
 
The application for the re-zoning must come back before the Township. The Public 
Meeting started on November 7, 2016 must be concluded as there were many people in 
attendance who did not get a chance to make their submission to the Planning 
Committee.  I believe that the continuation of the Public Meeting is set for December 5, 
2016.  Below is the submission that I had intended to give at the November 7, 2016 Public 
Meeting. 
 
Make sure that you attend the Public Open House at the Legion on Wednesday 
November 23, 2016 from 4:00 -6:00 PM and the continuation of the Public Meeting on 
December 5, 2016. 
 


