A Sense of Community
Shelley Schell
Haliburton School of Art + Design

We’'re social by nature and create communities around various aspects of our lives.
Book clubs, gourmet cooking groups, and open stages bring people together for shared
and enriching experiences. Lake living is another great example. For both seasonal and
permanent residents, shared summers, smiling waves from the boat, dock gatherings,
and campfires create a strong sense of community. Nothing brings people together like
sunsets and s’mores. Unless perhaps wine and cheese. Special bonds strengthen
through mutual experiences and the passage of time. A community forms.

The same thing happens at Haliburton School of Art + Design. Creative curiosity,
diverse interests, and shared passions blend in a welcoming environment.
Grandparents bring grandchildren, doctors and other professionals take a break from
high-pressure careers, artists develop their practices, and hobbyists dabble. They come
together in a special place that values people and creative process. Another community
forms.

Not surprisingly in the Haliburton Highlands, the lake and art communities often
intersect. Many summer school students have purchased cottages in the area and
many cottagers have become summer school students. People relax on the dock after a
day of painting, singing, timber framing, glassblowing, photography, guitar building,
quilting, jewellery, pottery, iron sculpture, writing, bird carving, or another of over 300
choices. For many, the Haliburton Highlands has become a lakeside retreat and a
creative home.
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