2023 Annual General Meeting

1. Callto Order Rick Wesselman
2. Introductions Rick Wesselman
3. Charitable Donations Rick Wesselman, Barb Bohlin

* Haliburton Foodbank
* Woodland Wildlife Sanctuary

4. Secretary’s Report - Minutes of the 2022 AGM Larry Olivo
5. Treasurer’s Report - 2022 Year End Financials Hunter Smith
6. Membership Report Karen Gingrich, Barb Bohlin
7. Communication Martin Rist
8. Lake Steward Report Rob Norris, Jim Miners
= Eurasian Watermilfoil Control Activities
= Testing the Waters Pilot Project / Benthic Biomonitoring
= U-Links Research Project - Aquatic Plant Survey
9. Elections Rick Wesselman

10. Question & Answer All
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S500 to each of:

» Haliburton 4Cs Food Bank
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President, Woodlands Wildlife Sanctuary
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’ Rescue

« Baby animals that are separated from their mother

» Injured or sick wild animals

« Wild animals that are displaced




| Rehabilitate

Give wildlife a second chance at life

Care for animals until they are strong
enough to survive on their own

Reduce suffering
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Release

They are old enough to survive
The time of year is right

They fear humans
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AND NO One
GETS HURT




{ Spruc,
\\\\l / C¢ <

Porcupine

Cottontail
udl——







{ Spruc,
L\\\L ); Ce <

L2 PN
g %

wn

l’mrpnzr\‘ Owners

Association




Loon Line
N




ond Spr. ZIQ,C

Property Owners
Association







Volunteering at the Sanctuary
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Motion to Accept the Minutes of the 2022 AGM

MOVED, Larry Olivo, seconded, Merla Russell, that the

Secretary’s report of the minutes of the Annual General Meeting
of 2022 be accepted.
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Motion to Accept the 2022 Year End Financials

MOVED, Hunter Smith, seconded, Karen Gingrich, that the
Treasurer’s 2022 financial report be accepted.
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Membership Stats

As of January 1, 2023, fees have increased to $40 per year
o The $10 increase is 100% applied to Lake Steward Fund
o $25 of your fee goes to the General Operating Fund, and $15 goes to the Lake
Steward Fund

Paid Memberships
o 2021 =261
o 2022 =235
o 2023 to date = 258 (only 95 were paid last year at this time)

Of those who paid in 2021 and 2022, there are 22 property owners remaining
UNPAID ..... potential for at least 280 by year end

Payments for 2023
o 145 by e-transfer
o 79 by PayPal (16 with an annual PayPal subscription)
o 16 by personal cheque

The database shows that 97 people around our lakes have offered to be volunteers.
Of these, a large percentage help with the EWM program. Volunteers are essential.



Membership Programs

Under the direction of Merla Russell

Of the 258 currently paid members for 2023
o 162 have given permission to have a sign
o 13 have requested NO sign

If you have paid your fees for 2023, and have not yet done o
please send an email to either say YES | give permission for a sign to
be installed / or NO, | do not wish to have a sign installed
o Include your 911 lake address and name. We still need to hear
from almost 100 current members.

This project underway



Membership Services Committee

Newly formed committee
o Met 2 times in 2022, and once in 2023

Chaired by the Membership Director

It includes, but is not limited to, all Area Representatives, Directory
Chair, Event Coordinator, Volunteer Coordinator and the
Communication Coordinator

A “think-tank” for sharing ideas and putting projects into reality for
Membership

Ongoing review of the Area Representative Structure, and
contacting property owners around the lake to fill the 6 Vacancies
of the 19 Areas



2023 Events

= Canada Day Boat was a great success

Ced Hurd Mile Swim
o Saturday August 5th starting at 9:30am at Blueberry Island Beach
o Thank you to Christine Young for organizing this again
o For more details watch the website or you can contact Christine at

Sailing Day
o Saturday August 5th (rain date is August 6) starting at 1pm at Sand Point
o Greg Platt is back organizing it
o For more details watch the website or you can register and contact Greg
at

Golf Day
o Labour Day weekend
o Details to be confirmed


file:///C:/Users/rwesselman/OneDrive - Ribbon Communications Operating Company, Inc/Desktop/2023 DSLPOA AGM/VID-20230702-WA0000.mp4
mailto:Christine_young@sympatico.ca
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DSLPOA Communications

Website (dragandsprucelakes.ca)
Facebook (Our Community of Drag and Spruce Lakes)

Postal Box (PO Box 603, Haliburton, Ontario, KOM 150)

Mass emails (2!l current and past members)



DSLPOA Communications Stats

= DSLPOA Website -
o 87,000 lifetime pageviews
o 500 past 30 days
o 200 email auto-update subscribers

= DSLPOA Facebook Group -
o 840 members (DSLPOA members only, plus offspring, etc)
o Last 60 days:
* 450 posted and commented
* 22,350 viewed

= Mass Emails -
o Used selectively when required
o All valid emails on record, past and present members
o 500 email address distribution list



Website - Current Status

= Basic functionality by today’s standards
» Platform (Typepad) is now dated and in the end-of-life phase
= Soon it will be time to reimplement our website

» Decisions before us
o Timing
o Functionality/content
o Cost/budget
o Implementation resources



Website - What Do We Want To Do

" |s having a website worthy of DSLPOA investment?
" |s the website refresh a timing priority?

" |f yes, next steps
o Appoint website team
o Spec out what we are looking for
o Get quotes
o Project funding approval
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Lake Stewardship

Robert Norris - Director, Lake Stewardship
o Been on Drag most of my life

Lake Stewardship Committee
o Reconvene in later in July
o Open to DSLPOA members, so volunteers are welcome

Invasive Species
o Invasive Species Center - info session last August and can one this year
o Phragmites - you see it on the sides of most highways
< Will spread rapidly so should be attacked as soon as possible
< There’s a patch on the Dardanelles pond

Evening Paddles - looking for interest

Shoreline Restoration
o Looking for interest in a bulk shrub-tree purchase



Eurasian Watermilfoil

= 2022 produced with support from Haliburton County
Development Corporation

= Expenditures in 2020, 2021 and 2022 total $61,000

" Funds raised through:

o Donations from property owners = $90,000
o Grants = $10,000

= Registered EWM volunteers = 80
" Members of the EWM Working Group =9
" Drag and Spruce Lake Property Owners = 550


file:///C:/Users/rwesselman/OneDrive - Ribbon Communications Operating Company, Inc/Desktop/2023 DSLPOA AGM/eurasian_water_milfoil___presented_by_drag_and_spruce_lakes_property_owner's_association (2160p).mp4
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Frank Figuli — Program Coordinator
coordinator@ulinks.ca

Jordan McDonald — Environmental Research Associate
researchassociate@ulinks.ca
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Testing the Water

= Lakes and Watersheds in Haliburton are critically
important to our region and economy. Haliburton
County lacks the benefits of a county wide
Conservation Authority or Watershed Council to
support monitoring of water quality our lakes and
watersheds.

= Water Quality Monitoring is intended to provide
data for decision makers to protect our water by
putting programs in place that reduce nutrients and
other pollutants from entering our lakes.

= Haliburton County has very good water quality and
it’s important to preserve that.




Testing the Water Pilot Project

= U-Links & Woodlands and Waterways EcoWatch (WWEW)
Pilot Project with 25 Lakes (2022/2023) and 10 Lake Associations
participating
o Kennisis, Redstone, Miskwabi, Kushog, Haliburton,
Kashagawigamog, Cedar, Paudash, Hall & Hawks, Drag & Spruce
+ Stocking Lake (HF reference lake).
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What are we testing for?

PARAMETER MEASURED Luton Furteers

FREQUEMCY I:P.A& Once per Year

Secchi Depth (m) (Clarity) [ WES ]
Total Phosphorus | wves |

Ammonia- Mitrogen
Mitrite-Mitrogen
Mitrate+MNitrite - Nitrogen
Total Kjeldahl Nitragen
Dissclved Organic Carb-om
Dissclved Inorganic Carbon
pH

Total Alkalimity
Conductihvity (us/cm)
Calciwrm

Taotal Suspended Salids
Total Dissolved Solids
Dissalved Oxygen

Temperature
Chiloride

E Caoli
Total Coliforms

MIECF - Broad Scale
MMonitoring

Every 5-8 years
Twice Per Year

KLCOA
[LPP + KLCOA WWhCEH)

Once or Twice/Year

Haliburton WaQ Filot
PROPOSED

2 Times/year
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DSLPOA Participation

Property Owners
Association
est. 1999

= 3 Sites Total
o 2 on Drag Lake
o 1 on Spruce Lake

= Sampling occurs in
Spring, Fall and (ice
dependent) Winter
o In 2022 a Summer
sampling was
conducted, moved
to Spring.




Spring Results Update - Total Phosphorus

DSLPOA Total Phosphorus Concentrations

Season
Summer
Fall
Winter

Spring
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Spring Results Update - Ammonia

DSLPOA Ammonia Concentrations
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Spring Results Update - TKN

DSLPOA TKN Concentrations
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Spring Results Update - Sulfate

DSLPOA Sulfate Concentrations
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Spring Results Update - Dissolved Oxygen/Temp

SPRU-WQ-01 June 16, 2023 DRAG-WQ-01 June 16, 2023 DRAG-WQ-02 June 16, 2023
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Benthic Biomonitoring




Background

= Ontario Benthic Biomonitoring Network Protocols (OBBN),
is a set of guidelines to help assist in the collection of
samples from lakes streams and wetlands

= The protocol creates a standardized way of collecting the
invertebrates that allows for accurate data and minimal
impact to the environment

= Depending on the objectives of the organization, benthic
biomonitoring can be done biannually, annually or every
two years
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Why Benthics?

. = Using benthic
macroinvertebrates “Benthics”
as biological indicators for
common aquatic pollutants

= Their long-term contact with the
water exposes them to all
compounds that are dissolved in
the water

= Certain benthic groups are more
sensitive to stressors such as
organic pollution and their
presence/absence can indicate
the health of the water body




Replicate 1

.] Replicate 2

Modified OBBN Protocol (Fit for Lakes)

Each “Site” will have two “Replicates”.

Each “Replicate” has a number of
“Transects” within it

Each replicate is treated as a separate
sample. You will analyze each replicate
independently of the others

Replicates ensure diversity within the
Site

Numerous Transects ensure enough
effort is put in to collect 100 animals
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Method

= Kick and Sweep Method

= Each Replicate should be
sampled for 10 minutes

= “Modified” OBBN —we sample
each transect for 3 minutes.
o Usually only need 2
transects, but a third can
be completed if necessary



Bug Picking

Preparing Your Sample ‘ Picking Your Sample

= Use 500 micron sieve/net
to remove all preservative
from sample (safe this)

= Aided by microscope,
observe petri dish for
any macroinvertebrates

, found
= Adding water, empty

sample into bin and rinse
jar entirely (1 inch of
water above material)

= Transfer identified
benthos from sub-
sample to vial and record

_ on benthic tally sheet
= Using teaspoon, take an

unbiased sample from bin = Continue picking until
required 100 specimens
are obtained in sample

vial

= Add contents to petri dish

= Add water to dish as
needed



Water Body Name: =

Organization:
Contact:

Circle Method:
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Significance to DSLPOA

An assessment of the possible stressors and threats to your
lakes health will be assessed ahead of time

Yearly updates on the benthic community will be available,
providing insight to threats to the lakes health

Long term data will be available about the changing trends

Management plans can be created to help control these
stressors and work to ensure a healthy lakes system



How You Can Help

= U-Links needs insight on possible stressors that may be
imposing on the lake, areas of concern for the cottagers as
well as potential reference sights

= We will need volunteers to help students access the lake

= QOver the long term it can be beneficial to get members of the
lake association to help assist students in biomonitoring and

picking of the bugs.
o Looking into U-Links workshop to OBBN Certify Interested

Volunteers



Resources

= U-Links website: https://www.ulinks.ca/resources. htm|
o Protocols
o Videos: Sampling, Picking and Identification

" Guide to Aquatic Invertebrates of the Upper Midwest:
https://dep.wv.gov/WWE/getinvolved/sos/Pages/UMW.aspx

= |dentification Key: https://www.macroinvertebrates.org/key/



https://www.ulinks.ca/resources.html
https://dep.wv.gov/WWE/getinvolved/sos/Pages/UMW.aspx
https://www.macroinvertebrates.org/key/

U-LINKS

Aquatic Plant Survey Project

Kaleigh Mooney
Research Assistant, Trent University



Aquatic Plant Survey 2022

" Eurasian Watermilfoil was not found to be the dominant
species, ranked 9t" overall in relative biomass

= Several species observed are able to cohabitate with Eurasian
watermilfoil

" Pondweeds are the dominant species and have good
mechanisms for resilience in low disturbance conditions

" Limiting factors for future colonization are primarily sediment
type, available space, nutrient inputs, and available light
(related to depth)

* Evidence found for weevils, and potentially for other milfoil
insect species



Aquatic Plant Survey 2022 Figures
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Distribution of species richness at Drag and Spruce Lakes for the summer of 2022. The points Relative proportions of the dominant macrophytes species in the community at
represent the following corresponding number of species at each location: white = 0 species; yellow =1

species; blue = 2 species; pink = 3 species; green = 5 species. Drag and Spruce Lakes (summer 2022).




Motion to Continue with U-Links Environmental
Research Projects

MOVED, Jim Miners, seconded, Rick Wesselman, that DSLPOA

continues to consider up to 3 community based environmental
research projects offered by U-Links in the next 12 months, and
to donate up to $1,000 to U-Links on completion of each project.

Funds will be drawn from the Stewardship Fund.
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Executive Position Elections

Open positions where incumbents have agreed to stand for re-election:
= Treasurer ( )

Open positions where nominees have agreed to stand for election:

= Director, Lake Stewardship ( )

= Director, DSLPOA Newsletter and Directory ( )
= Director, Event Coordination ( )

= Officer at Large ( )

Open positions currently without nominations:
= 15t Vice President
= Director, Membership



2023 Annual General Meeting

1. Callto Order Rick Wesselman
2. Introductions Rick Wesselman
3. Charitable Donations Rick Wesselman, Barb Bohlin

* Haliburton Foodbank
* Woodland Wildlife Sanctuary

4. Secretary’s Report - Minutes of the 2022 AGM Larry Olivo
5. Treasurer’s Report - 2022 Year End Financials Hunter Smith
6. Membership Report Karen Gingrich, Barb Bohlin
7. Communication Martin Rist
8. Lake Steward Report Rob Norris, Jim Miners
= Eurasian Watermilfoil Control Activities
= Testing the Waters Pilot Project / Benthic Biomonitoring
= U-Links Research Project - Aquatic Plant Survey
9. Elections Rick Wesselman

10. Question & Answer All
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