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2024 Annual General Meeting

1. Call to Order Rick Wesselman

2. Introductions Rick Wesselman

3. Charitable Donations Barb Bohlin

4. Secretary’s Report - Minutes of the 2023 AGM Larry Olivo

5. Treasurer’s Report - 2023 Year End Financials Jennifer North

6. Membership Report Jennifer North/Merla Russell

7. Communication Martin Rist

8. Lake Steward Report Rob Norris

9. Elections Rick Wesselman

10. Question & Answer All

11. Close of Meeting
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DSLPOA Executive
 Year Elected

President Rick Wesselman 2022
Past President Barb Bohlin N/A
First Vice-President  open
Second Vice-President Sheelagh Kemp 2022
Secretary Larry Olivo 2022
Treasurer Hunter Smith 2023
Director, Lake Stewardship Rob Norris 2023
Director, DSLPOA Newsletter and Directory Merla Russell 2023
Director, Membership Jennifer North 2023
Director, E-Communications Martin Rist 2022
Advertising Co-ordinator Merla Russell 2022
Officer at Large Laurie Jennings 2021
Officer at Large Jim Miners 2023
Director, Event Co-ordination  open
Director, Area Representatives Barb Bohlin 2022



Area Representatives

Area #
 1 Barrett Greenhow
 2 Heather Guscott
 3 Merla Russell
 4 Rob Wormald
 5 Director Area 5
 6 Joyce Moore
 7 Director Area 7
 8 Director Area 8
 9 Sandy Sheridan
 10 Barb Bohlin 

Area #
 
 11 Fab and Adrian Prater
 12 Director Area 12
 13 Charles Wheeler
 14 Director Area 14
 15 Gord O'Halloran >> Janice Habib
 16 Bruce Ballentine
 17 Randy Giroux
 18 Dwayne McCutcheon
 19 Director Area 19 
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Giving Back to the Community

$500 to each of:

➢ Haliburton 4Cs
• Their purpose is "to help those who need help“
• Lily Ann Thrift Store, Food Banks

➢ SIRCH Community Services
• The main purpose of SIRCH is to create "thriving communities where everyone 

feels connected and supportive“
• Thrift Warehouse, Bistro and Bakery, Schools Cool (kindergarten readiness), 

CPAC (prenatal and early childhood nutritional guidance), Share The Warmth 
(winter gear), Repair Café, Community Kitchen
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MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

DRAG AND SPRUCE LAKES PROPERTY OWNER’S ASSOCIATION 

JULY 9, 2023 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

1. Call to Order Rick Wesselman 

Rick called the meeting to order at 10:06 a.m.  Rick noted that we had a quorum as more than 45 

members were present. 

2. Introductions Rick Wesselman 

Rick introduced the current officers and directors, together with their date of election: 

President     Rick Wesselman  2022 

Past President     Barb Bohlin  N/A 

First Vice-President    Jim Miners  2020 

Second Vice-President    Sheelagh Kemp  2022 

Secretary     Larry Olivo  2022 

Treasurer     Hunter Smith  2020 

Director, Lake Stewardship (appointed)  Rob Norris  N/A 

Director, DSLPOA Newsletter and Directory Donna McCallum 2022 

Donna will be retiring 

Director, Membership (appointed)  Karen Gingrich  N/A 

Karen will be retiring 

Director, E-Communications   Martin Rist  2022 

Advertising Co-Ordinator   Merla Russell  2022 

Officer at Large     Laurie Jennings  2021 

Officer at Large     open   N/A 

Director, Event Co-ordination (appointed) Jennifer Thompson N/A 

Director, Area Representatives   Barb Bohlin 2 022 

 

  

Minutes of the 2023 AGM



Motion to Accept the Minutes of the
2023 AGM

MOVED, Larry Olivo, seconded, Jim Miners, that the Secretary’s 
report of the minutes of the Annual General Meeting of 2023 be 
accepted.
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2023 Statement of Operations



Statement of Financial Position



Motion to Accept the 2023 
Year End Financials

MOVED, Jennifer North, seconded, Merla Russell, that the 
Treasurer’s 2023 financial report be accepted.
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Membership

Total Lake Properties 542
Names & Addresses in Database 460

Paid Members:  2024 to date 270
Members Not Paid 2024 49

Past Members Not Paid for 3 Years 130

Members Requesting a DSLPOA Sign 203
• 75% of 2024 paid members
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DSLPOA e-Communications
Website – dragandsprucelakes.ca

Facebook – Our Community of Drag and Spruce Lakes

…Martin Rist



DSLPOA Website

▪ For transmitting DSLPOA news and updates

▪ Available email update alerts - 200 subscribed

▪ Lifetime pageviews - 110,500

▪ Average 20 views/day - 657 in last 30 days







DSLPOA Facebook - Private Group

▪ ‘Our Community of Drag and Spruce Lakes’

▪ Serves as our community bulletin board

▪ Anyone can view - DSLPOA members can post

▪ Permission required to join

▪ Currently 970 members (immediate family members, etc 
allowed)

▪ Good steady activity (e.g. 86 posts in the last 60 days)

▪ Drifting/lost docks…favorite photos…animal sightings…etc

▪ https://www.facebook.com/groups/dslpoa









Where are we heading?

▪ Facebook
o Keep as is - serving our needs
o Comments/suggestions always welcomed
o No cost to DSLPOA

▪ Website
o Current ‘blogging’ service (Typepad) approaching end-of-life
o To continue website will require migration to a proper platform
o Preliminary discussions with local website developer held



Website Options

▪ Do nothing (at this time)
o Website continues as is until platform end-of-life 

o Potential security risks due to no platform updates

▪ Volunteer development and support of new website
o Volunteers required to step forward

o Ongoing support a must

▪ Eliminate having a website
o Facebook only

o Limited functionality - adequate?

▪ Hire outside contractor to develop new website framework
o Significant volunteer effort to migrate content to contain costs



Invest in new website platform?

▪ The current content and functionality will initially remain largely 
unchanged
o Layout and accessibility will be improved

▪ New/enhanced functionality can be added if we choose

▪ The website will be on solid technical footing going forward

▪ Do we have volunteer time and expertise available?

▪ We have the money in the bank - is this a priority worthy of DSLPOA 
investment?

▪ Requires membership vote for approval

COMMENTS/ QUESTIONS/ SUGGESTIONS?



Motion to Fund New Website

MOVED, Barb Clive, seconded, Rick Wesselman, that the DSLPOA 
Executive is authorized, after investigating and assessing 
alternatives (including grant funding), to spend no more than 
$7,500 to contract the development of a new DSLPOA website.

Funds will be drawn from the General Operating Fund. 
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Lake Stewardship - Overview

▪ Drag and Spruce Lakes water quality is good

▪ Much of the shoreline remains undeveloped

▪ The upstream watershed is largely intact

▪ Eurasian Watermilfoil (EWM) poses a significant 
problem



Lake Stewardship - Challenges

▪Most significant challenges are:
o Invading Species (e.g., Eurasian Watermilfoil)
o Septic tank maintenance
o Potential shoreline degradation



Lake Stewardship – Invading Species

▪ Invading Species now in Drag and Spruce
o Eurasian Watermilfoil - active control program
o Phragmites

• Colonizes wetlands and crowds out native species
• One site identified - there may be others

▪ Invading Species that we should be watch for
o Chinese Mystery Snails
o Blue-Green Algae blooms (happening in other Haliburton 

lakes)



Lake Stewardship - U-Links

▪U-Links Centre for Community-Based Research
oMatches University and College students with 

community organizations
o This year’s project proposals to be submitted by 

3rd week of August and will be matched with 
students for the next year



Lake Stewardship - U-Links

▪ Current DSLPOA projects:
o Benthic biomonitoring
o Students sample bottom sediment and take a census of 

‘critters’. Over time this provides an indication of lake health
o Scheduled for late September. Need volunteer boats to ferry 

students

▪ Water quality monitoring
o Temperature and oxygen concentration readings are taken at 

one meter intervals at 2 sites on Drag and 1 site on Spruce
o Over time this provides an indication of lake health



Lake Stewardship - Invading Species 
Awareness

▪ Ontario Invading Species Awareness Program
o Run by the Ontario Federation of Anglers and Hunters
o Goal is to educate boaters on ways to stop the transfer of 

invading species between waterways
o For the past two years representatives held a Clean-Drain 

Dry demonstration and an Invading Species seminar at the 
Sandy Cove boat launch on the second weekend in August

o Same event is planned for this year



MOVED, Rob Norris, seconded, Rick Wesselman, that DSLPOA 
continues to consider up to 3 community based environmental 
research projects offered by U-Links in the next 12 months, and 
to donate up to $1,000 to U-Links on completion of each project. 

Funds will be drawn from the Lake Stewardship Fund. 

Motion to Continue with U-Links 
Environmental Research Projects
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DSLPOA Executive
 Year Elected

President Rick Wesselman 2022
Past President Barb Bohlin N/A
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Open positions where nominees have agreed to stand for election:
▪ 1st Vice President:  Dominique Binckly 

Open positions currently without nominations:
▪ Director, Event Co-ordination
▪ Officer at Large

Nominations will be accepted from the floor for all open Executive positions

Executive Position Election Motions
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