
MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

DRAG AND SPRUCE LAKES PROPERTY OWNER’S ASSOCIATION 

JULY 9, 2023 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

1. Call to Order Rick Wesselman 

Rick called the meeting to order at 10:06 a.m.  Rick noted that we had a quorum as more than 45 

members were present. 

2. Introductions Rick Wesselman 

Rick introduced the current officers and directors, together with their date of election: 

President     Rick Wesselman  2022 

Past President     Barb Bohlin  N/A 

First Vice-President    Jim Miners  2020 

Second Vice-President    Sheelagh Kemp  2022 

Secretary     Larry Olivo  2022 

Treasurer     Hunter Smith  2020 

Director, Lake Stewardship (appointed)  Rob Norris  N/A 

Director, DSLPOA Newsletter and Directory Donna McCallum 2022 

Donna will be retiring 

Director, Membership (appointed)  Karen Gingrich  N/A 

Karen will be retiring 

Director, E-Communications   Martin Rist  2022 

Advertising Co-Ordinator   Merla Russell  2022 

Officer at Large     Laurie Jennings  2021 

Officer at Large     open   N/A 

Director, Event Co-ordination (appointed) Jennifer Thompson N/A 

Director, Area Representatives   Barb Bohlin 2 022 

 

  



3. Charitable Donations Rick Wesselman, Barb Bohlin 

$500 was approved as payment to each of the following: 

▪ Haliburton Foodbank 

▪ Woodland Wildlife Sanctuary  

Monika Melichar, President, spoke on behalf of Woodland Wildlife Sanctuary. Monika was introduced 

by Barb Bohlin who outlined the services they provided. 

Monika stated that the sanctuary started in 2008, and takes in animals from around the area, and the 

main goal is to rescue and rehabilitate animals; she noted they are helped by volunteers who work all 

kinds of hours.  People bring in animals, some from road injuries, and the main goal is to rehabilitate 

them and return them to their natural environment.  There are also species at risk who receive 

assistance, which are a primary focus.  The Sanctuary also connects with students in programs that are 

linked to wildlife rehabilitation.  Special attention is also given to infant animals to ensure they survive 

successfully which can be a challenge.  Monika described how various different species are dealt with 

for rehabilitation and release, illustrating the diverse approaches the organization has developed to 

ensure safe treatment.  Specific treatment Monika talked about being used included treatment for 

turtles, foxes, and deer, among others.  Monika noted that staff are volunteers, and the charitable 

donations received are used for materials and supplies to aid in rehabilitation.  She encouraged 

members to feel free to volunteer and they are always looking for volunteers, even short term, for a 

variety of positions and tasks.  The organization can be contacted on its website at 

www.woodlandwildlifesanctuary.ca 

 

4. Secretary’s Report - Minutes of the 2022 AGM Larry Olivo 

Rick put the link to the Minutes on screen for assembled members to read, and it is also posted on the 

association’s website.  It was also sent out and distributed after the meeting in 2022, and again prior to 

this meeting. 

MOVED, Larry Olivo, seconded, Merla Russell, that the Secretary’s report of the minutes of the Annual 

General Meeting of 2022 be accepted. 

Approved unanimously 

 

  

http://www.woodlandwildlifesanctuary.ca/


5. Treasurer’s Report - 2022 Year End Financials Hunter Smith 

The financials were posted on screen for 2021, and 2022 and projected costs in the budget for 2023. 

Hunter noted that there was an increase in directory advertising revenue and a decrease in membership 

revenue.  Expenses have remained stable and consistent with the exception of expenses for the DSLPOA 

property signs, which are a new expense this year. 

There was a significant decrease in EWM donations in 2022; however, this has increased in 2023 and we 

have received over $22,000 in donations so far.  However, EWM expenses have increased an a a sresult 

there has been a significant decrease in the EWM fund in 2022. 

There has been no significant change in the Operating fund and the Lake Stewardship fund. 

There has been a significant decrease in the association’s bank balance due to the draw down in the 

EWM fund. 

MOVED Hunter Smith, seconded by Karen Gingrich that the Treasurer’s 2022 financial report be 

accepted 

Approved unanimously 

 

6. Membership Report Karen Gingrich, Barb Bohlin 

Karen, Membership Director, noted that there was an increase in membership in 2021, but down a bit in 

2022.  People are signing up for 2023, and are getting membership signs posted on their 911 sign.  If 

members want one, they can email the association to ask for a sign, giving their road address, or email 

indicating they do not want to have a sign. 

Karen assumes with people signing on, the membership will rise this year, especially with the Milfoil 

issue, and the relatively low cost of $40.00.  Karen encouraged payment by e-transfer or PayPal, which 

can be set up for annual payment. 

The membership fee has gone up to $40.00 with the extra $10.00 going to the Lake Steward fund. 

There is now a Membership Services Committee, to deal with volunteer coordination, communication 

coordination and tracking membership 

Mera Russell spoke about the sign program.  There are now 160 signs up, marked for 2023, and there are 

stickers on ready for 2024.  The signs will encourage an increase in membership.  Also maps of the lakes 

are available for new members. 

Barb Bohlin noted that we have several areas where we need area director volunteers.  Volunteers can 

contact Barb Bohlin or the volunteer coordinator, Dominick Binkley, with contact information for them in 

the Directory or on our website. 

On activities, Barb reported a successful Canada Day sailing parade, and noted there are several events 

planned for this summer, all of which are listed on the website. 

  



Membership Statistics as of July 2023: 

As of January 1, 2023, fees have increased to $40 per year 

The $10 increase is 100% applied to Lake Steward Fund 

$25 of your fee goes to the General Operating Fund, and $15 goes to the Lake Steward Fund 

Paid Memberships 

2021 = 261 

2022 = 235 

2023 to date = 258   (only 95 were paid last year at this time) 

Of those who paid in 2021 and 2022, there are 22 property owners remaining UNPAID ….. potential for 

at least 280 by year end 

Payments for 2023 

145 by e-transfer 

79 by PayPal (16 with an annual PayPal subscription) 

16 by personal cheque 

The database shows that 97 people around our lakes have offered to be volunteers.  Of these, a large 

percentage help with the EWM program.  Volunteers are essential 

 

Membership Programs: 

Driveway Sign Program 

Under the direction of Merla Russell 

 the 258 currently paid members for 2023 

162 have given permission to have a sign 

13 have requested NO sign 

If you have paid your fees for 2023, and have not yet done so, please send an email to either say YES I 

give permission for a sign to be installed / or NO, I do not wish to have a sign installed 

Include your 911 lake address and name.  We still need to hear from almost 100 current members. 

Production and Sales of DSLPOA promotional Merchandise 

This project is underway 

 

Membership Services Committee 



This is a newly formed committee 

Met 2 times in 2022, and once in 2023 

Chaired by the Membership Director 

It includes, but is not limited to, all Area Representatives, Directory Chair, Event Coordinator, Volunteer 

Coordinator, and the Communication Coordinator 

A “think-tank” for sharing ideas and putting projects into reality for Membership 

Ongoing review of the Area Representative Structure, and contacting property owners around the lake to 

fill the 6 Vacancies in the 19 Areas. 

 

7. Communication- Martin Rist 

As Martin was not able to attend, Rick took us through the current information based on slides, which 

are set out below: 

DSLPOA communication sites 

Website (dragandsprucelakes.ca) 

Facebook (Our Community of Drag and Spruce Lakes) 

Postal Box (PO Box 603, Haliburton, Ontario, K0M 1S0) 

Mass emails (all current and past members) 

 

Communication statistics: 

DSLPOA Website - our information source 

87,000 lifetime pageviews 

500 past 30 days 

200 email auto-update subscribers 

DSLPOA Facebook Group - our community bulletin board 

840 members (DSLPOA members only, plus offspring, etc) 

Last 60 days: 

450 posted and commented 

22,350 viewed 

Mass Emails - important announcements affecting all property owners 

Used selectively when required 



All valid emails on record, past and present members 

500 email address distribution list 

 

Website current status 

Basic functionality by today’s standards 

Platform (Typepad) is now dated and in the end-of-life phase 

Soon it will be time to reimplement our website 

Decisions before us: 

Timing 

Functionality/content 

Cost/budget 

Implementation resources 

 

Website-What we want to do:  

Is having a website worthy of DSLPOA investment? 

Is the website refresh a timing priority? 

If yes, next steps 

Appoint website team 

Set out what we are looking for 

Get quotes 

Project funding approval 

  

Rick asked for comments as motions and decisions will come at a later date.  

A discussion ensued about concerns with the expansion of short-term rentals, with large numbers, 

threatening the lake environment and conduct on and around the lake.  Noted was that there were large 

numbers of cottages now being rented, many appearing to be full time business enterprises. 

On a vote, the members voted unanimously to say that they were concerned about the impact of short-

term rentals on the lake environment.  Rick noted that those concerned should express concern via 

email to the municipality.   It was also suggested we have a municipal official attend and speak to these 

issues at our next meeting. 



Rick also noted that we are asking for volunteers with website related skills to help oversee and updated 

our communication systems, as necessary, particularly the website. 

 

8. Lake Steward Report Rob Norris, Jim Miners 

 ▪ WWEW Testing the Waters Pilot Program 

 ▪ U-Links Research Projects (representatives to speak) 

 ▪ Eurasian Watermilfoil Control Activities 

The above noted topics are dealt with below 

Rob Norris and Jim Miners both spoke and presented on programs involving the Lake Stewards.  They ran 

a video, and also provided data and summaries of activates that are set out in slides copied from their 

presentation.  

Members are encouraged to join the working group or as volunteers, and when volunteers are needed e-

mails will go out to members and information will be available on our website 

Frank Figuli and Jordan McDonald from the U Links Research Project came and spoke to the members 

about the projects they are working on, covering 25 lakes with respect to water quality and water health.   

The details are posted below  from their slide presentations, together with material posted by the Lake 

Steward. 

They were followed by Kaleigh Moonie who studied how milfoil developed and operated in the lakes via 

the Aquatic Plant Survey of 2022.   

Testing The Water Pilot Project 

Importance of Testing 

Pilot Overview 

Participating Lake Associations 

What Are We Testing For? 

DSLPOA Involvement 

Spring Results Update 

Lakes and Watersheds in Haliburton are critically important to our region and economy. Haliburton 

County lacks the benefits of a county wide Conservation Authority or Watershed Council to support 

monitoring of water quality our lakes and watersheds.  

Water Quality Monitoring is intended to provide data for decision makers to protect our water by putting 

programs in place that reduce nutrients and other pollutants from entering our lakes. 

Haliburton County has very good water quality and it’s important to preserve that. 



U-Links & Woodlands and Waterways  EcoWatch (WWEW)  

Pilot Project with 25 Lakes (2022/2023) and 10 Lake Associations participating 

Kennisis, Redstone, Miskwabi, Kushog, Haliburton, Kashagawigamog, Cedar, Paudash, Hall & Hawks, Drag 

& Spruce + Stocking Lake (HF reference lake). 

 

 

  



What is being tested for: 

 

 

  



DSLPOA Sites: 

 

  



2023 SPRING RESULTS: 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 



  
 

 

 

 

 

DISSOLVED OXYGEN TEMP- DSLPOA LOCATIONS. 

 

  



Benthic Macroinvertabrate Biomonitoring 

Background 

OBBN Sites Haliburton County 

Why Benthics? 

Bug Picking 

Significance to DSLPOA 

How You Can Help 

Ontario Benthic Biomonitoring Network Protocols (OBBN), is a set of guidelines to help assist in the 

collection of samples from lakes streams and wetlands 

The protocol creates a standardized way of collecting the invertebrates that allows for accurate data and 

minimal impact to the environment 

Depending on the objectives of the organization, benthic biomonitoring can be done biannually, annually 

or every two years 

 

OBBN SITES IN HALIBURTON COUNTHY 

 

 



 

 

WHY BETHNICS?? 

 

 

Using benthic macroinvertebrates “Benthics” as biological indicators for common aquatic pollutants 

Their long-term contact with the water exposes them to all compounds that are dissolved in the water 

Certain benthic groups are more sensitive to stressors such as organic pollution and their 

presence/absence can indicate the health of the water body 

Each “Site” will have two “Replicates”. 

Each “Replicate” has a number of “Transects” within it 

Each replicate is treated as a separate sample. You will analyze each replicate independently of the 

others 

Replicates ensure diversity within the site 



Numerous Transects ensure enough effort is put in to collect 100 animals 

 

 

 

Kick and Sweep Method: 

Each Replicate should be sampled for 10 minutes.  “Modified” OBBN – we sample each transect for 3 

minutes.  Usually only need 2 transects, but a third can be completed if necessary 

Bug Picking: Preparing Your Sample 

Use 500 micron sieve/net to  remove all preservative from sample (safe this). Adding water, empty 

sample into bin and rinse jar entirely (1  inch of water above material).  Using teaspoon, take an 

unbiased sample from bin.  Add contents to petri dish.  Add water to dish as needed 

Picking Your Sample 

Aided by microscope, observe petri dish for any macroinvertebrates found.  Transfer identified benthos 

from sub-sample to vial and record on benthic tally sheet.  Continue picking until required 100 

specimens are obtained in sample vial 

Significance to the DSLPOA 

An assessment of the possible stressors and threats to your lake's health will be assessed ahead of time. 

Yearly updates on the benthic community will be available, providing insight to threats to the lake’s 

health.  Long term data will be available about the changing trends.  Management plans can be created 

to help control these stressors and work to ensure a healthy lakes system. 

 



How You Can Help 

U-Links needs insight on possible stressors that may be imposing on the lake, areas of concern for the 

cottagers as well as potential reference sights.  We will need volunteers to help students access the lake.  

Over the long term it can be beneficial to get members of the lake association to help assist students in 

biomonitoring and picking of the bugs.  

Looking into U-Links workshop to OBBN Certify Interested Volunteers 

Resources 

U-Links website:  https://www.ulinks.ca/resources.html 

Protocols 

Videos: Sampling, Picking and Identification 

Guide to Aquatic Invertebrates of the Upper Midwest:  

https://dep.wv.gov/WWE/getinvolved/sos/Pages/UMW.aspx 

Identification Key:  https://www.macroinvertebrates.org/key/ 

 

MOVED, Jim Miners, seconded, Rick Wesselman, that DSLPOA continues to consider up to 3 community 

based environmental research projects offered by U-Links in the next 12 months, and to donate up to 

$1,000 to U-Links on completion of each project.  

Funds will be drawn from the Stewardship Fund. 

Motion approved unanimously 

 

  



9. Elections Rick Wesselman 

Open positions where incumbents have agreed to stand for re-election: 

Treasurer (Hunter Smith) 

Open positions where nominees have agreed to stand for election: 

Director, Lake Stewardship (Rob Norris) 

Director, DSLPOA Newsletter and Directory (Merla Russell) 

Director, Event Coordination (Jennifer Thompson) 

Officer at Large (Jim Miners) 

Moved Jim Miners,  Sheelagh Kemp that the above noted members be appointed to these positions. 

Appointed unanimously 

Open positions currently without nominations: 

Director, Membership 

Moved,  Rick Wesselman, seconded, Dominick Binkley,  that  Jennifer  North be nominated as Director, 

Membership 

Passed unanimously. 

1st Vice President 

No nomination, and the matter will be taken up at a later date. 

 

  



10.Question & Answer- All 

Bob Kingston raised the issue of the Blackstone cottage, near him.  It is a business proposition and, in his 

view, a monstrosity. Bob has done some research on this, and on what municipal governments have 

done or could do.  This can expand, and we need to move on this.  Gravenhurst and some other 

municipalities have dealt with this.  One lake in Gravenhurst has banned rentals.  We need to look at 

sound by laws, occupancy rates and size.  As a lake community we should be ready to act on this and 

soon. 

MOVED, That a committee of concerned property owners on Drag Lake and Spruce Lakes be formed.  

This committee will identify the issues regarding Short Term Rentals and come up with proposed 

solutions to address these issues.  The proposal will be give the Municipality of Dysart and other groups 

of interest suggestions to establish by laws. 

Moved, Bob Kingston,  seconded Joyce Moore 

Passed unanimously 

 

There was a concern about docks being stored over winter in front of properties in certain bays and not 

being removed in a timely manner in the spring.  When the docks are removed, the anchors and ropes 

are often left behind clustering the waters in front of the property owner’s dock. 

There was another concern of some owners lighting up docks, shoreline railings and even spotlights from 

the main building, often when no one is present.  This is obtrusive to those living nearby and potentially 

in violation of existing by-laws. 

 

MEETING ADJOURNED AT 1:04 p.m. 

 

 

Laurence Olivo,  Secretary DSLPOA 


